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such, weapons. If we cannot treat each other
with respect we certainly may not hope to draw
to us those who are not within our ranks. We
are not making platforms now, but there will
have to be some expression of opinion if we are
to have a consensus of judgment when we meet
in convention. This requires time. By all
sensible men expressions of opinion are given
in the nature of advice and are intended simply
to be persuasive instead of authoritative. "What
are all tha letters you are publishing, and the
thousands of editorials of the .Reform Press,
but expressions of opinion intended to act per-
suasively upon the minds of those who read
them? Has any member of the party lost his
right to express an opinion? In my judgment
the great work of our next national convention
will be tactical, and relate to marshalling our
forces rather than to the formulation of doc-
trinal matters. We know now what we want.
The question will be how best can it be secured?
I have nothing to conceal in this matter. View-
ing the public situation as it exists to-day,
unless some material changes shall occur, while
considering fully and unreservedly the great
importance of our other planks, I shall favor
going before the people in 1896 with the money
question alone, unincumbered with any other
contentions whatsoever. Not on the silver issue
alone, but distinctly favoring unrestricted coin-